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THE BRETHREN OF THE GE- 
NERAL ASSEMBLIE, HOLDEN IN 
MonTtrROSE inthe monethof Tune laſt,r 595.ha-. 
ning appcinted a public and vniverſall Faſl throughout 


this Rcaime of SCUTL AND, to begti rhe firſt Sab- 


bath of «A. wgeſt next, andtocontmue the ſpace of eight dates, 
accordingto the woonted order and cuiteme, and Jeaving chetoking 
vp of the cauſes there-F,to the diſcretion of the Miniſiers of every Pref. 
byrcrie: Wethe brethren of the Preſtyrerie of Edinburgh, thought good 
"” ſer _ the cauſcs of the ſaid Fail for our bounds,un ſome as fol- 

oWcth | 


1 IRST, the great aboundance and 
2G Nj creaſe of {inne and tranſprefſion 
#4 of allthe commandements of God, 
RZ1 by all Eſtates and ſortes of people. 
| within chis Realme, foſtercdby im- 
puni:ie and lacke of Iuſtice, produe 
cing in ſpeciall all kinde ot murtner and oppreſlion, to 
the great con:empt ofthe Goſpell,ſolong and ſo plain- 
lie preached among vs. 
E' lo bee amplined by enumeration of the ſeverall 
tranſpreſſions of every Commandement of both the 
Tables:and by laying open the ſinnes of every eſtate 
of theRealme, to wir, ofthe Prophets, Princes, and 
people, eſpeciallie out of the r3.and 22. of Ezek. the 
7.0f leremie,che 4.0 Hoſea,and ſuch other places,ac. 
cording tothe diſcretion of the Miniſters, 
2 The great Apoſtaſte , defedton anddecay of zeale 
and godlines in vs all that profeſle , of every eſtate and 
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THE CAVSES OF THE FAST. 


& To de inlargedby declaring our ſeverall duetics, 
asthey arecraved of vs by the rule of Gods worde: 
and by comparing our formerzeale and forwazrdnes 
in alleftates,with our preſent coldnes, flacknes, and 
ſenſeleſnefleat the threatnings, yea even at the ſighr 
and ſtriking ofthe Iudgements of God in the mid{(t 
of vs: ſo thatevidentlic it appeareth , thatthe end of 
all things is at hand. Revel.2.4.1ſatah.g.1z. r. Pt. 7. 
3 The great and preſent danger that our Church, 

Common-weall, and King ſtands in,through the wrath 

of God,not only kindled againſt vs, for theſe our abho- 

minable ſinnes, and horrible detetion , but alfo juſtly 
burning and devouring vs vppe alreadie,by ſundrie and 
manifold fearefull plagues and puniſnments, and grea- 
ter threatned yet by his ſervantes,and apparent judge- 
ments ſuddainlie to overtake and deſtroy vs, exceptvn= 


fainedlie wee turne to him by haiſtie and true Repen. 


tance. Iſaiah. g.18.79.0%. — 

CTo bee qualified by the threatnings of the Lawe, 
Dent.28 &6. inlarged and exponed more fullic by 
the Prophetes : By the examples of the firlt worlde: 
of Sodome and Gomorha: of the kingdomes of 1ſrael 
and Indah: of the fina!l deſtruCtion of the tewes: and 
ſevere judgements vpon the Townes and common- 
weales , where ſometimes the Ealterne Churches 
flourulhed,&c. 

As alſo by thevnſeaſonablewearher allthis yeare, 
and a great part ofthe yeare bypall,, caul'ng zcente 
ſcarfitie, dearth and famine, preſentiy ſtriking the 

oorer fort(whoſe pitifull cace ſhould peatce a!lour 
bon with compaſſion on theireſtare)and iar gr2a- 

ter liklie to followe: wherevpon commanly vieth ra 
' inſewerthefearfullplague ofpeltilence,vncourh li & 
: neſlies 
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THE CAVSES OF THE FAST, 


neſles and ſtrange diſeaſes. 
Andby the devouring ſword of Gods juſtice,afwel 
forraine as domeſticke, ſpeciallie through the great, 
long,and deep confpiracie and daily confederacic of 
ehe faction ofthe knowne acverſaries to the Religi- 
ion, King and Cuntrie , threatning to roote vs out 
Nm beingany more a Nation, | | 
And by breaking,and removing our twoſtanes of 
the Church and Common-weall-to wit, beautic and 
bands,wherof Zacharieſpeaketh Chap. 1 1. and con- 
ſequentlic,by threatning of the Candleſtick to be tz- 
ken away, andpulling downethe throne of God a- 
moneglt vs,thatſo hee may vtterlie departfrom vs, 
andleaue vsto be the moſt miſerable people that e- 
uer was yet on the face ofthe earth. | 
4 The compaſlion it becomimeth vs to have of our 
brethren of other churches, vnder nolefle danger than 
we: partly,through the multitude, the force, the pride; 
the crueltie, the craft and pollicie, rhe deepe and hidde 
trafficke, and high deſignements ofthe moſt part of all 
the great perſonages of Europe, the confederats ofthe 
bloodie decree of the cruell counſellof Trent, by long 
and ſtrong preparation tnrended againſt them: And 
partlie,throughthe barbarous crueltic and greatebon- 
dage exerciſed and brought vpon our deare and worthy 


Ana 


brethren of divers Cuntries,by ſuch as it becommeth- 


not,eſpeciallythis day in Poleland, England.Saxonie,and 

divers other parts of Germanie,$ c. tothe great griefe 
of our wounded hearts for their rroublovs eſtate. 

© And here, beſide the great confuſion that this day 

hangerh over the heade of all Europe, by micanes of 

. thatbloodic Beaſt of Rome,the cmuel Spainyeard, and 

- greatpreparation,and rumors of. intelting warres a- 
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THE CAVSES OF THE FAST. 


mong the Nations and Princes thereof, ve arerota 
lice to be wakened by the ic >riuicummirg inotthe 
grcar Turke,walting and deſtroying many partes of 
Chriltendome,as witneſſeth that greatftrengrh and 
ſtrongholdcalled Rats in Aungarie, taken by him 


Ho” 


this lait veare, with hudge flavghter ard efiuſcon of 
Chriſtian blood: as aiſo,by his preſent invaiton and 
aftlicting divers partes of Germanie, tothe great ter- 
roar of the Inhabitants of thoſe partes who hitherto 
hauc bene as it were,a wall to Eurove* Ihus our do- 
meſticke diſcords,whereof he {lips notthe occaſion, 
gies him matter of prevailing andtriumph, rothe 
greathumbling of vs all 7 if wee had cies to ſee,and 
harts tovnderltand- | 
5 Theſift and laſt cauſe,is ourdutie,as watch-men of 
the Church of God,which is to blow the Trumper and 
warne the people,when we ſee the ſworde come vpon 
the Land: and to ſanctifie a Faſt, and call 2 folemne Af- 
ſemblie, that wee may turne vnto the Lord with all our 
heart, with faſting, and with weeping, and with mour. 
ning;for it may bce,the Lord willrerurne, andrepent, 
and leaue ablefling behinde him. And if the confump- 
tion bee decreedtopaſlle over, yet at leaſt,ir may over- 
fowe with righteouſnes , that aremanentthar mourne 
forthe abhominarions of /er«{alem may be ſaved, ifnot 
altogether from the extervall common calamitie, yer 
from eternall deſtruction, by inwarde afliſtance and 
ſtrength from the Lord, patientlieto zbide the Lordes 
t acliverieby ſuch meanes as - 


heſballthink good:yea he hath promiſed ro ſhortenthe 


_ daies forhisElcts ſake. 


. And this is confirmed by the commaund of God, 
- $Mech.33-1oel,r.and 2.66. and by theremarkable gx- 
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THE CAVSES OF THE FAST. _ 
amples of the people of God in all ages, in the iike 
{tr aices and difireſſes, which abound m the booke of 
God,as the treatiſe of faſting ſet down in our Plalme 
book at greac length declares: yea the happic expe- 
riencein our ownedates of the good fiiccefle of this 
kind of exerciſe,when ever it was ſanctifiedlie vnder- 
taken, and zealoullie performed gdoeth plainelie tc= 
ſtite howe acceptable ſervice ir is to the heavenly 

ma.eitic ofoir loving Godin Chrilt. ” 
O Scotlazd, ifthou knew this rime of thy viſitation, 
wherein thou hes yet theopportunitie to-ſanCtifte a ge- 
nerall faſt;and call a ſolemne Aſlemblie; the likewhere- 
of, this day hath no Nation vnder heauen. The Lord 
ſuffer vs not tobe vnworthic,and ſojuſtlic to be depri- 
ved of ſorare and great a benefit,through our vathank- 

fulnes,and negligent abuſe of theſame, oo 
Lord open thou ourejes,that we. may ſee the won: 


ders ofthy Lawe , and giug vs heartes offieih, yeaa 


newe heart and anewe ſpirite,that may meltat the 
hearing ofthy worde, and ſuffer vsnot to belike that 
people,to whome thou gauenot an hartto perceiue 
_ andeiesto ſec, &c. before they weredeſtroicd. Dent. 
29 Nemb.14.Heb.z.17. _ I. 


 Ifthe watch-men of our Church,ſaw ſuch cauſes of 


publict faſting and praicr thretty yeare ſince,for the in- 
creaſe of l1n,in the ſpace of ſax years immediatly prece- 


ding, & the I1dgments of Godbangingover the Land 
for theſame.,eſpecially,by.he ſuſpected practiſesofthe 
 confederats ofthe counſelof Trentagainſtthis church, 


when many zealous Noblemen,and others of al cſtates 


profeſſed amongſt vs;. Alace! how. many & ren: caufes- 


| w.thinkye,after 36. yeazesgiſſobedicicezo 
the Goſp CERN pr ay aid aa, ourſouls by rue: 


haue we now. 
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.THE CAVSES OF THE FAST. 
lation before the L.ord, for ſo long and great contempe | 
ofthe Goſpel, and hudge i::creafe of vice with equal in» 
creaſe almoſt of Gods Ludgments,eſpeciallie by the de- 
teted and avowed treaſon of many and mightie dome- 
ſticke,beſide the forraine Enemies of the Church, the 
King and Cuntric,ſo feiv zealous men of all eſtates, ap- 
pearantlic beeing ro oppone themſeluesvntotheir at= 
rempts, about the which, owe preſently they are in 
hands moſt bithlie,at home and a teild. The Lord con« |} 
found their interpriſes, and let them yer feele ineffect, - 
as many times before,namelie,at the overthrowe of the 
Spainjardsflote,the Brig of Die,Saint 1ohnſton,and Giew- 
rinneſſe, that it is not againſt man, but the Lord that |} 
they fight. Amen, 4 


Convert thou me, and | ſhall be converted, for thou art | 


the Lord my God. leremic 31.18. -N 
- Ourhelpe is inthe Name of the Lord, which hath made | 
Heaven and Earth. Plalme, 124.8. ; -..- 

Riſe vp Lord, and letthine Enemies bee ſcattered, &ce 
Numb. 10. 35. | 

The Lord knoweth to deliver the godlie out of temptati. * 
ae 2Per 389 IR.” 
|  Sayr, ſorely it ſhall be well with the taft,c&+c. Iſai. 3.10. | 


Every Miniſter,ificpleaſe him,may readthis ſnort! 

_ diſcourſe,or ſo much thereof as hee {hall ſee good at; 
ſomerimes,in ſtead of the ſhorupreface anddeclaras; 
tion ofthe cauſes of the Faſt that vſethto be made, 
beforethe people beexhortedrotheir private medt« 

© tation,before the entrie of the Sermon.Specials leſt 
| $othewriledomggfcrery diſcreir Miniſter, © 7 
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